
Mark Skills 

Knowledge & Understanding  Interpretation & Application  Analysis & Evaluation 

 
17-20 

 Used concepts well and explained them 
in detail 

 Range of points explored 

 Good understanding of the question 

 Good understanding of points made 
 
 
 
 

 Material is applied accurately to the 
question 

 Points made will be explicitly relevant to 
the question 

 The answer is well structured 
 

 Evaluation will be explicit and 
relevant.  

 Evaluation may be explicit as 
well as  more general 

 Evaluation emerges from 
contrasting theories/points 

 Analysis will be clear 
 Conclusions are made clear 

 
13-16 

 Useful points made but incomplete – 
needing more expansion 

 Aware of parts of the question 

 Reasonable understanding of the points 
made 

 Most of the material is largely relevant to 
the question 

 Greater focus would benefit the answer 
 
 

 

 Limited evaluation shown 

 Points are analysed effectively, 
ie) a debate emerging between 
views 

 
 

9-12 
 
 

 Largely accurate knowledge 

 Limited range and depth, eg basic 
account given of a point 

 Some understanding of the question 

 Limited understanding of the presented 
material (vague) 

 

 Material presented in a list-like fashion 

 Limited focus on the question  

 Tendency to ‘scatter-gun’ from topic area 
 

 Evaluation limited  

 Tendency to juxtapose a limited 
range of points 

 Analysis thin and at a tangent in 
places 
 

5-8  Limited undeveloped knowledge, eg two 
to three insubstantial points  

 Understands only very limited parts of the 
question 

 Simplistic understanding of points made 

 Limited use of points made 

 Points often at a tangent to the demands 
of the question. 
 

 Minimal or no evaluation.  

 Attempts at analysis, if any, are 
thin and disjointed (random). 

1-4 
 

 

 Very limited knowledge,  

 Very little/no understanding of the 
question and of the presented material. 

 

 Errors made 

 Absence of key relevant material 

 Very unclear/lacking structure in answer 

 No analysis or evaluation 



 

Moving Forward 

 ‘It’s getting better all the time!’ (Lennon/McCartney) 

 

From the above feedback grid – identify the areas that you will now focus on developing in DIRT time. 

My 
Grade 
Focus 
RIGHT 
NOW! 

 
Knowledge  

and Understanding 

 
Interpretation  

and Application 

 
Analysis  

and Evaluation 

Grade 
A-B 

All the below PLUS: 
1. Ensure a clear range of points used. 
2. Plan for balance in answer. 
3. Be detailed – link related concepts to 

provide fuller sentences and paragraphs. 
 

All the below PLUS: 
1. Develop structure and flow by planning 

answers and considering the purpose of each 
paragraph in answer – make this explicit. 

2. In introductions deconstruct the question to 
show how you will approach it. 

3. Have a conclusion that links back to the 
question. 

All the below PLUS: 
1. Make connections between concepts 
2. Contrast theories to show similarities 

and differences 
3. Include a ‘strengths’ paragraph before  

your ‘criticisms’ paragraph. 
4. Use a conclusion to indicate your 

overall assessment of an issue. 

Grade  
C 

1. Identify relevant concepts to this issue 
2. Learn definitions of key concepts 
3. Consolidate and revise key content of topic 
4.           Expand on points – develop (Ex) sentences 
5.           Practice explaining points (add an  
              explanation sentence after presenting a  
              point). 
6.          Develop understanding of concepts by  
             carrying out a serendipity exercise. 
 

       1.     Plan carefully to ensure all points are  
                relevant to the set question. 
        2.  Use link sentences in PEELE format to show  
              relevance to question set. 

4. Make your answer flow – so that each 
paragraph offers something new/develops a 
previous point. 

 
 

1. Evaluate at the end of a paragraph (See 
PEELE). 

2. Use phrases like ‘however’ to indicate 
evaluation. 

3. Have an explicit evaluation/criticisms 
paragraph following a specific 
theoretical position in a debate. 

4. Criticise assumptions/dates of study/ 
methodology points 

Name: 

Date: 



 


